THE REPRESSION OF LOVE
Hardly much more satisfactory, if regarded as attempts
at affording complete and ultimate explanations, are some of
hypotheses that have been put forward by modern students
of exogamy.
sit,
blood
(2)	Thus,   Durkheim1   suggests  that exogamy arose  as a    Durkheim'.
result of the religious respect for blood, particukrly menstruous Th'°,f
blood;  the divine totemic being is supposed to be resident in
blood, hence blood is sacred, especially to those of the totem
clan, and no man of this clan may trespass on the very spot
where the sacred blood periodically manifests itself, Even if
this theory should afford a satisfactory proximate explanation
of exogamy, it is obviously very far from revealing the true
ultimate biological and psychological factors that have led to
the practice. Even apart from this, however, it gives rise to
certain difficulties and objections (more especially connected
with the lack of the close correspondence between exogamous
classes and totemic clans which we should expect upon this
theory) and has almost certainly at best but a very limited
field of application2.
Wester-
aversion to
incest
(3)	Westermarck3 would explain exogamy and the avoidance
of incest generally  as  due to the fact that there is an innate
aversion to sexual intercourse between persons living together
from early youth,  and that, as such persons are in most cases
related by blood,   this feeling would naturally display itself in
custom and law as a horror of intercourse between near kin4.
1	4< La Prohibition de 1'inceste et ses origines," L'Annee Sociobgique,
I, 1890, 55 ff.
2	Cp. Frazer, 'Totemism and Exogamy", IV, 100 ff.
3	" History of Human Marriage," 320 ff.
4	A difficulty in connection with Westermarck's theory is concerned
with the question as to how an aversion to sexual intercourse  between
those who have lived from infancy together changed to a similar aversion
between blood  relatives. How is it, if the original aversion was of the
former kind,  that it has left but little trace of its existence, while the
aversion  to marriage between blood relatives, which is supposed to have
been derived from it, is grown so strong ? It would seem as if the theory
would perhaps have to be modified so as to postulate the existence of an
original  aversion to the marriage of blood relatives, as such; though of
course thii, only opens up the fresh difficulty of accounting for the manner
in which such an aversion could arise. We are here faced with the same
problem that we  have already encountered in the case of the positive
aspects of the love impulse between relatives (p. 198 footnote).

